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For further information on Sustain the Bool initiatives or to go on the email list, visit 
www.warrnambool.vic.gov.au or contact Warrnambool City Council’s Sustainability 
Offi  cer Lisa Rankin on 5559 4876 or lrankin@warrnambool.vic.gov.au.

Sustain the Bool is a community inspired initiative to improve 
the environment of Warrnambool and aims to create a closer 

partnership between the Council, community and local businesses. 
Find out more about Sustain the Bool by joining the Smart Living email list 

or coming along to one of these great events:

Sustainable Living Festival - 22 FEB
This annual event in February aims to 
showcase environmentally-friendly products 
and services as well as hosting many 
exciting demonstrations and workshops 
on sustainable living.  Featuring cooking 
demonstrations, keynote speakers, “green 
beer” brewing, keeping chooks, gardening 
tips, DIY workshops, a fashion show, 
activities for the kids and much more. Visit 
Council’s webpage for more information 

Smart Living Workshops
Smart Living workshops are held throughout 
the year and includes topics such as 
retrofi tting, tips on sustainable living 
practices and energy and water effi  ciency.  
Contact us to register your interest and keep 
up to date via our Smart Living newsletters. 

Ride to Work Day
Dust off  your bike and join the commuter 
revolution by walking or cycling to work on revolution by walking or cycling to work on 
Ride to Work Day in October (and come 
along to the free breakfast!).  

Sustainability & Waste Calendar
Look out for this fabulous annual 
calendar that is sent to letterboxes across 
Warrnambool with information on bin 
collection times as well as great monthly tips 
on how to minimise your footprint on the 
environment.

Middle Island
Have you heard about our very special 
Maremma Guardian Dogs that protect Little 
Penguins on Middle Island?  Come along to 
our Meet the Maremma Tours over summer 
and see these very special animals with your 
own eyes.  

Save Money When You Go Green

Save 20% on your building permit 
when you submit a plan for an energy 
effi  cient design exceeding 7 stars.  
Contact City Building Services on
5559 4403.
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In this edition of the Green Guide 
people in the South West will be 
able to read about and source 
information on how to better utilise 
the resources that our planet 
provides.

You may be asking how and where 
can you purchase environmentally 
friendly products and services in 
this region – the Green Guide will 
point you in the right direction. 
There is a vast amount of 
information available on the web 
and through other sources that help 
people live more sustainably, but 
how do you cut through the clutter 
to find what you need?  

The Green Guide does this 
by promoting businesses and 
organisations who provide 
environmentally friendly products 
and services. It also has information 
on recycling and other waste 
reduction things you can do to help 
save our resources.

You will also read about people who 
have started on or are well down 
the path of living a more resource-
smart life and who inspire others to 
do the same. 

In addition to purchasing 
environmentally friendly products 
and services, there are many other 
changes that we can make to our 
lifestyles that reduce our impact 
on the environment (as well as 
our energy bills!). At the rear of 
the Green Guide is a Green Living 
section with plenty of practical 
sustainable living tips for both 
renters and homeowners. 

Project partners Warrnambool 
Community Garden, Warrnambool 
City Council, The Standard and  
o2 Media hope you enjoy this 
edition of the Green Guide and 
support the organisations that 
appear in these pages.

Geoff Rollinson & Lisa Rankin  
(on behalf of the project team)

Use the Green Guide,  
Save our resources

Energy Efficiency:  
products that enable you  
to decrease energy usage.

Waste Minimisation:  
products made from 20% 
recycled materials or are  
at least 70% recyclable.

Local: products made in  
or around Warrnambool.

Enabling: products that 
enable you to reduce your 
carbon footprint.

Sustainable Sources:  
products that come from a 
sustainable/renewable source.

Water Efficiency:  
products that enable you  
to decrease water usage.
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Do you need to dispose of 
unwanted household chemicals? 

You can reduce the risk of poisoning, 
environmental pollution and bushfire 
hazards, as well as improve recycling 
rates, by dropping off unwanted 
chemicals at Warrnambool’s Detox 
your Home mobile collection.

Detox your Home is a safe, free 
and easy-to-use service to dispose 
of common household chemicals 
without harming your health or the 
environment. 

Visit www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/
detoxyourhome for a full list of 
accepted items. The collected items 
are recycled for recovery and 
diverted from landfill.

When: Saturday 1 March 2014 
Time: 8.00am to 4.00pm 
Where: Warrnambool – site address 
provided upon registration

What you need to do

Simply register online or over the 
phone, then turn up on the day with 
your unwanted items, and the trained 
Detox your Home team will do the 
rest. Register now to choose your 
preferred time slot:

www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/
detoxmobile 
1800 353 233

Registration is required to manage 
traffic flow and avoid queues on the 
day, which means you can get in and 
out quickly. 

Detox your Home
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Colin Mills’ dedication to the 
environment and producing a 
high quality product has seen 
his business, Thermosmart 
Windows, recognised as the 2013 
green business of the year at the 
prestigious Powercor Warrnambool 
Business Excellence Awards.

Three years ago, after migrating from 
the United Kingdom, Colin took the 
bold step of importing equipment to 
manufacture energy efficient windows 
using UPVC (unplasticised polyvinyl 
chloride) and double glazing.

He has experience working with energy 
efficient windows in Europe, where they 
are much more common than Australia, 
and he is keen to provide south-west 
Victorians with a more environmentally 
friendly option. 

His Allansford home was large enough to 
accommodate the equipment on-site and 
Thermosmart Windows was born.

Mr Mills said the UPVC windows provided 
great insulation and outperformed 
conventional window materials.

They are extremely thermally efficient, 
achieving a U value (measuring of 
heat loss – lower numbers are better) 
of up to 1.6, actively reducing energy 
consumption.

He said the material was long-lasting and 
designed to withstand tough Australian 
conditions.

As well as supplying a product that 
helps reduce energy usage, Colin is 
very mindful of the environmental impact 
of the manufacturing process and the 
eventual disposal of his products.

All goods and manufacturing off-cuts are 
fully recyclable and will not add to the 
world’s landfill problems.

According to Colin, aluminium consumes 
around seven times more energy to 
produce than UPVC; timber requires 
major energy consuming machinery to 
plant, harvest and size for use. 

He believes his products have far 
more benefits to the environment over 
their long lifespan compared to other 
traditional materials.

Visit www.thermosmart.com.au for more 
information.

Colin Mills
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A fascination 
with native 
flora saw Kevin 
Sparrow join 

the Warrnambool 
branch of the Society 

for Growing Australian 
Native Plants more than two decades 
ago.

Since then, his interest in native plants 
has evolved into an encyclopaedic 
knowledge which he is willing to share 
with anyone who might have looked 
at a native plant and wondered: “what 
plant is that?”.

“I started off growing native Australian 
plants from all over… but I graduated 
on to other things,” Kevin said.

The “other things” included a 
compendium, in words and pictures,  
of the South West’s plants. 

The first edition of Plants of the Great 
South West was published in 2004.

“This was before digital cameras really 
came out so we had to scan whatever 
photos we could find,” Kevin said.

“We got a government grant to publish 
that book and profits from that we 
were allowed to keep in the bank and 
put towards another publication of the 
same type when the time came to do it.

“In the meantime I discovered digital 
photography, bought my first digital 
camera and ran around madly taking 
photos of everything I could find and  
in the process learnt how to take 
photos of the detail of a plant which is 
not an easy thing to do; to get up close 
and get it all in focus. The depth of field 
catches you out quite often.

“I’ve now got a digital SLR, a 
12-megapixel, which I really enjoy taking 
photos with, so I started to build up a 
collection of local species of plants.

“I Iike to identify them with the correct 
botanical name so my computer hard 
drive has something like 30,000 to 40,000 
photos on it, most of them correctly 
identified.

Kevin started work on the second 
edition of the book four years ago. 
Retirement in 2012 after 46 years 
working as an optical dispenser  
allowed time for the project.

“It took longer to get to print than 
envisaged, mainly because I kept finding 
more plants and people were very 
generous in donating photos to me.

“To do a book like this you can’t do it 
sitting at home. You’ve got to get out 
into the bush and that’s what I love 
doing and you’ve got to get out there 
to catch them in flower. With gum trees 
you might have to go back several 
times to photograph flowers, buds and 
bark.

“When I started to get to 360 pages 
I thought ‘well it’s going to be an 
encyclopaedia if I don’t stop now.” 

In June last year the second edition, 
with details on more than 950 plant 
species, was published.

It focuses on an area from Port 
Campbell to the South Australian border 
and includes 76 species of orchids 
– which for Kevin are a particular 
passion. 

“You don’t want to go too far inland 
or you start running into Grampians 
species,” Kevin said.

Copies of Plants of the Great South West 
are available at:  
www.warrnambool.org/sgap.

Kevin Sparrow
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P. 5562 7755 — 1090 Raglan Pde Warrnambool
E.southcoastcb@bigpond.com

Free Measure & Quote
www.southcoastcurtainsandblinds.com.au

ORGANIC FABRICS FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE
Superior qualitiesHEMP FABRICS

•  Environmentally sustainable – Hemp has moderate water requirements 
and requires little or no herbicides, pesticides or fungicides.

•  Breathable – Hemp fabric breathes very well in addition to being 
a natural insulator due of its hollow core fi bre, a characteristic 
Hemp shares with wool without the scratch.

•  Recyclable – Hemp fabric can be used for papermaking or can be 
allowed to degrade naturally, as it leaves no toxic residue.

•  Protective against UV rays – Hemp fabric provides the highest
UV protection of any natural fabric.

•  Anti-bacterial and allergy friendly – As hemp is grown and 
processed without the use of toxic chemicals, there are no irritants 
for asthma or allergy sufferers.Fabrics are washed at 40°C and 
softened with fruit enzymes. In closed spaces such as offi ce 
buildings, hemp textiles are the ideal choice for good air quality.

•  Durable – Products made from Hemp fabric last longer and 
wear better than those made from cotton or synthetics, offering 
consumers value for money since they will not need to
replace products as often.

VR1831206
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Building a home in Warrnambool? 
Looking for advice on how to make it 
as energy efficient as possible? The 
City Building team is here to help.

City Building Services is the branch 
of the Warrnambool City Council that 
specialises in building permits for new 
homes and alterations, commercial 
and industrial buildings. 

Most people know when they need a 
building permit, but what many don’t 
realise is that they can also get help 
with housing design ideas to maximise 
energy efficiency.

The Warrnambool City Council offers 
a 20 per cent discount on the cost of 
a building permit for energy efficient 
designs with a seven star or greater 
energy rating.

The team has a strong focus on 
sustainable design in both domestic 
and commercial developments and 
offers this discount as an incentive 
to get people thinking about the 
construction choices they are 
making.

Two building 
surveyors 
and a cadet 
surveyor 
combine years 
of construction and 
engineering experience to assist 
you in achieving a compliant and 
energy efficient design for your new 
development. 

With the fast changing developments 
of new energy efficient concepts, 
designs and innovations, City Building 
can help guide you through the best 
solution for your project.

Contact the team on 5559 4800 or 
email building@warrnambool.vic.gov.au.

Building Green

When you need quality work done
...you need to talk to Bill!!

VR1739098

W.A. Hicks Paving

phone 5562 5032 
or 0419 326 422
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Wannon Water’s innovative aquaculture 
project has moved from its extensive 
research phase and into an operational 
tool aiding the treatment of sewage in 
Hamilton.

Five thousand goldfish have been 
released by Wannon Water’s 
Aquaculture team into a series of 
floating cages in the Hamilton Water 
Reclamation Plant’s sewage treatment 
lagoons.

The release is understood to be a first 
for the Australian water industry and is 
the culmination of a concerted research 
effort over recent years.

The novel approach has the potential to 
significantly reduce the operating costs 
and carbon emissions associated with 
sewage treatment by reducing the need 
for costly de-sludging and lowering the 
amount of energy used.

Wannon Water Managing Director 
Grant Green said previous research 
conducted by Wannon Water in 
partnership with Deakin University 
has shown that goldfish consume and 
remove nutrients and sludge from 
sewage while maintaining the quality of 
recycled water.

   “Wannon Water has monitored more  
     than 20,000 fish in the last few 

years, fine-tuning the research program 
to determine the most efficient and 
cost-effective approach to improving 
sewage treatment through aquaculture,” 
Mr Green said.

“The experiments have been highly 
successful, with the goldfish thriving in 
our experimental tanks and substantially 
reducing the amount of sludge 
accumulated in the sewage treatment 
process.

“We are confident that the fish released 
into the sewage treatment lagoons 
will reduce our reliance on costly 
mechanical de-sludging, providing a 
more cost-efficient sewage treatment 
option for south-west Victoria.”

Wannon Water has established a 
dedicated fish hatchery in Warrnambool 
to produce larvae and fry for delivery 
to its own juvenile fish production facility 
in Hamilton, which has been converted 
from obsolete biosolids drying beds. The 
fry are then grown to a size suitable 
to be introduced into the sewage 
treatment lagoons. 

An experienced hatchery manager has 
recently been appointed to progress 
the project, bringing a wealth of 
international experience in commercial 
fish production, including goldfish.

“Wannon Water will monitor the success 
of the project at Hamilton to assess 
the potential of goldfish to aid sewage 
treatment at other water reclamation 
plants,” Mr Green said. 

Plans are already underway for 
expanding the program to four other 
sites across the region.

Further information on the aquaculture 
project is available at   
www.wannonwater.com.au  
or by calling 1300 926 666.

Exciting new phase for 
Aquaculture project
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Port Fairy residents Arthur and Tina 
Stubbs are used to the jokes, but for 
them, building their eco-friendly dream 
home in Rosebrook using straw bales 
was the only way to go.

Over 12 months of planning as well as 
tweaks to the design since construction 
commenced in June 2010 mean the 
Stubbs are creating a home that will not 
only be environmentally friendly when 
built, but they are leaving as small a 
carbon footprint from the construction 
as possible.

A combination of clever design, green 
yet highly efficient building materials and 
the use of water, wind and sunshine 
will see the Stubbs live independent of 
utility companies while staying warm in 
winter and cool in summer.

“Our power will come from the wind and 
the sun. There’s plenty of both out here 
so why not use it?” said Tina.

Arthur and Tina have also committed 
to doing as much of the construction 
themselves as possible, with Arthur 
calling on his decades of mechanical 
engineering experience.

“I’ve done renovations before, but this 
is the first, and last, house I’ll build from 
scratch,” he said.

“If there was something I didn’t know I 
asked. I’ve found people are more than 
happy to share their knowledge and 
help you out.”

As well as being wolf-resistant, the 
house puts to bed the common 
misconception that a straw house is a 
fire hazard.

“The house has a BAL (Bushfire Attack 
Level) of 29. The lime render is a good 
defence and if that breaks away the 
straw is so compressed there isn’t 
much oxygen for a fire to take hold 
quickly.”

While the Stubbs have designed a 
stunning manse on a picturesque six 
acre block, Arthur insists that straw is 
versatile enough of a building material to 
be used in almost any house design.

“You can build quite simple straw bale 
houses that are fast to build. Whatever 
style house you can build conventionally 
you can build with straw bale,” he said.

“It will all last too. At the worst you 
might have to maintain your render, but 
it’s no more maintenance than a normal 
house.

“If you tell your architect what you 
want, they can design it and then it’s a 
matter of getting the builder to quote 
on it. I’m sure that local builders that 
are quite progressive in areas would do 
that.”

If building a straw bale house is 
something you are considering then the 
Stubbs are happy to help you on your 
way. 

“We’re happy to offer advice and 
give information to anyone thinking of 
building a straw house,” said Tina. 

“We’re happy for people to come and 
visit too to see what it looks like when 
it’s finished.”

The house is due to be completed in 
April 2014.

Arthur & Tina Stubbs



Organisation Contact Details

Warrnambool Community Garden

The Warrnambool Community Garden is a common 
ground where all people are welcome to come 
together to grow, learn, produce and share.

Contact: Geoff Rollinson 
Phone: 0409 963 163 
Email: grollinson@netspace.net.au 
Web: http://warrnamboolcg.wordpress.
com/

Warrnambool Coastcare Landcare Group

Warrnambool Coastcare Landcare group aims 
to improve biodiversity by protecting and 
enhancing the coastal environment through active 
community partnerships and group participation.

Contact: Bruce Campbell 
Phone: 0431 057 741 
Email: wclg@live.com.au 
Web: www.wclg.com.au 

Follow us on Facebook!

Friends of Merri Marine Sanctuary

Friends of Merri Marine Sanctuary aims to protect, 
promote and develop awareness of the unique 
environment in the Merri Marine Sanctuary.

Contact: Louise Arthur 
Phone: 0457 760 083 
Email: friendsofmerri@gmail.com

Follow us on Facebook!

Making a Difference (MAD) for the Merri

MAD for the Merri aims to monitor, restore and 
improve the health of the Merri catchment. 

Contact: Karen Wales 
Phone: 5559 4435 
Email: kwales@warrnambool.vic.gov.au 
Web: http://glenelg-hopkins.landcarevic.
net.au/madftmerri

Fishcare South West

Fishcare South West promotes responsible and 
sustainable attitudes and practices amongst 
recreational anglers and the wider community.

Contact: Justin Harzmeyer 
Phone: 0437 004 375 
Email: fishcaresouthwest@gmail.com 
Web: http://www.fishcare.org.au

Friends of Swan Reserve

The Friends of Swan Reserve have developed 
a native, waterwise garden on Swan Reserve, 
Raglan Parade, Warrnambool. The group aims to 
protect and enhance Swan Reserve and ensure  
it is a beautiful place that can be enjoyed by all.

Contact: Kevin Sparrow  
Email: sparrows1@hotkey.net.au

Warrnambool & District Society for Growing 
Australian Plants

A group of dedicated people working to preserve 
Australia’s unique native plants both in the wild 
and by growing them in their gardens.

Contact: Kevin Sparrow  
Email: sparrows1@hotkey.net.au

Warrnambool Field Naturalists Club

Aims to give opportunities to know and enjoy 
Australia’s natural environment.

Contact: Shirley Duffield  
Email: warrnamboolfnc@gmail.com 
Web: http://glenelg-hopkins.landcarevic.
net.au/wfnc

Warrnambool Wildlife Rescue

Dedicated to caring, helping and rehabilitating 
injured and orphaned native wildlife in the South       

West pocket of Victoria.

Emergency hotline number: 1300 094 535 
Email: warrnamboolwildlife@gmail.com

Follow us on Facebook!
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Getting involved in your 
local community groups



Lifeline 719 Raglan Parade

Vinnies 180 Fairy Street

Salvation Army 
197 Lava Street

Safeway

Callaghan 
Motors

RSPCA 
120 Fairy Street

Swap It 207 Koroit Street

Foster Care 
213 Koroit Street

Red Cross 158 Koroit Street

Raglan Parade

Koroit St

Lava St
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Target

Warrnambool
,
s Wonderful Op Shops

Bag a 
bargain...

From dress 
ups and 
vintage 
clothing to 
designer 
labels, you can 
complete your 
wardrobe at 
Warrnambool’s 
op shops. Our 
CBD has 7 op 
shops within 
easy walking 
distance of 
each other.
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Organisation Contact Details

BirdLife Warrnambool

Social birding group in Warrnambool.

Contact: Peter Barrand 
Phone: 5527 1712 
Web: www.birdlife.org.au/locations/
birdlife-warrnambool

Warrnambool Environmental Action Group

Initiating and participating in practical local 
environmental projects that create positive 
change towards a more sustainable Warrnambool. 
Looking for support to join our growing team.

Contact: Adrian Collet 
Phone: 0422 278 505

Follow us on Facebook!

Basalt to Bay Landcare Network

Basalt to Bay Landcare Network is about 
revitalising Landcare in the region and 
encouraging communities to get involved in their 
local groups again.

Contact: Lisette Mill  
Phone: 0408 712 713

Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Management Authority

Aims to achieve a healthy and sustainable 
relationship between the natural environment and 
the community’s use of land and water resources 
in the Glenelg Hopkins region. Contact us to find 
out about local projects.

Contact: Kellie Nilsson 
Phone: 5571 2526 
Email: ghcma@ghcma.vic.gov.au 
Web: www.ghcma.vic.gov.au

Warrnambool City Council

For more information on what’s happening in your 
community, contact Warrnambool City Council 
Sustainability Officer and register to stay informed.

Contact: Lisa Rankin 
Phone: 5559 4876 
Email: lrankin@warrnambool.vic.gov.au



Material Recycling Provider Cost of Service
Where material is taken 

to be recycled (if known)

Agvet Chemical 
Containers
(drumMUSTER)
(empty, 
cleaned, non-
returnable 
metal and 
plastic agvet 
chemical 
containers.)

Cob and Co Recyclers
25 Dickson Street
Ph: 5561 0881

FREE drop off.
Containers must be 
clean with lids off.

This is the national product 
stewardship program for 
the collection and recycling 
of empty, cleaned, non-
returnable metal and plastic 
agvet chemical containers. 
Product is recycled into 
items such as street signs, 
irrigation piping, plant stakes 
and outdoor furniture.

Agvet 
Chemicals 
(ChemClear)

Register at  
www.chemclear.com.au 
or call 1800 008 182

FREE collection. 
Registration is 
essential.

This is the national program 
for the collection and disposal 
of unwanted currently 
registered agvet chemicals. 
The objective of the program 
is to minimise storage of 
unwanted agvet chemicals. 

Asbestos Murrihy Demolitions Pty Ltd            
Ph: 0438 584 346
murrihydemo@bigpond.com
www.murrihydemolitions.com

Asbestos is a 
potentially hazardous 
material, and should 
only be removed by 
a licensed asbestos 
removalist.

Fully certified by the EPA to 
handle the demolition and 
removal of asbestos tile, 
siding and roofs.

Batteries Battery World
25 Walsh Road
Ph: 5560 5245

FREE Recycle ALL batteries. 
Orbitas Resource Recovery. 

Bartons Waste Collection 
20 Harrington Road 
Ph: 5561 1198

FREE Recycle ALL batteries

Statewide Recycling
355 Koroit Street
Ph: 5561 1195

FREE Car and truck ONLY

Eccles
6 Watson Street 
Ph: 5562 3227

FREE Car and truck ONLY

Rentsch’s Metal Recyclers  
Cnr Braithwaite Street & 
Harrington Road
Ph: 5562 7802                 

FREE Car and truck ONLY

Civic Centre WCC
25 Liebig Street

FREE Deliver to Battery World

Aldi Supermarket
251-257 Lava Street

FREE Household batteries

Chemicals
(household)

Detox Your Home  
Saturday 1 March 2014
Call 5559 4800 for 
information.

FREE. Visit  
www.sustainability.
vic.gov.au to register 
and for information 
on what chemicals 
are accepted.

Sustainability Victoria - 
all disposed of or recycled in 
an eco-friendly manner.
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Recycling Services 
Directory



Material Recycling Provider Cost of Service
Where material is taken 

to be recycled (if known)

Cleanfill
(bricks, dirt,
concrete, 
rubble etc)

Statewide Recycling
355 Koroit Street
Ph: 5561 1195

$100/tonne crushed 
for fill

 Hardfill

Bartons Waste Collection 
20 Harrington Road
Ph: 5561 1198

$100/tonne

Murrihy Demolitions Pty Ltd
814 Caramut Road, 
Mailors Flat 
Ph: 0438 584 346

$50/tonne

www.
murrihydemolitions.com

Process and crush this mate-
rial

Clothing
(good 
condition)

SWAP IT
W’bool Baptist Church 
207 Koroit Street
Ph: 5561 1066

FREE
Swap kids clothes 
and toys. Works on a 
token system.

Re-use - back into the 
community

Charity and Opportunity 
Shops

FREE Resell

E-Waste
(electronic 
waste)

E-waste recycling is 
changing in the south 
west.

Contact WDEA to 
see if they are still 
accepting E-waste.
Ph: 5564 5200

Contact local electronics 
retailers. Harvey Norman 
provide a service for 
customers.

Foodwaste Statewide Recycling
355 Koroit Street
Ph: 5561 1195

Ideal for businesses in the 
food industry.

Furniture
(good 
condition)

Opportunity and Charity 
Shops

FREE - if accepted Resell

Glass Bartons Waste Collection
20 Harrington Road
Ph: 5561 1198

$10 any sized load VISY/SKM

Cob & Co Recyclers
25 Dickson Street
Ph: 5561 0881

FREE Drop off Food grade glass only

Greenwaste Warrnambool Greenwaste
Ph: 0409 389 943

Pay annual fee or 
per pickup

Mulched

Statewide Recycling
355 Koroit Street
Ph: 5561 1195

$14m3 or car boot - $8 
boot and in car - $11

Organic mulch/ 
Panmure compost facility.

Bartons Waste Collection      
20 Harrington Road  
Ph: 5561 1198

$14m3 (per trailer) Mulch and resell

Mattresses Statewide Recycling
355 Koroit Street
Ph: 5561 1195 

$20-$50/mattress Landfill

Bartons Waste Collection 
20 Harrington Road
Ph: 5561 1198

$20-$50/mattress Landfill

Murrihy Demolitions Pty Ltd
814 Caramut Road, 
Mailors Flat 
Ph: 0438 584 346

$20 single
$40 double

Recycled
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Material Recycling Provider Cost of Service
Where material is taken 

to be recycled (if known)

Metal (all) Rentsch’s Metal Recyclers  
Cnr Braithwaite Street & 
Harrington Road
Ph: 5562 7802                

Will pay for metal 
dependent upon   
market prices - 
drop off.

Whitegoods are accepted and 
degassed.

Eccles 
6 Watson Street
Ph: 5562 3227

Will pay for metal de-
pendent upon market 
prices - drop off.

Whitegoods are accepted but 
must be already degassed.

Statewide Recycling
355 Koroit Street
Ph: 5561 1195 

FREE Depends on market

Cob & Co Recyclers
25 Dickson Street
Ph: 5561 0881

FREE drop off Accepts aluminium cans, steel 
and car batteries.

Bartons Waste Collection 
20 Harrington Road
Ph: 5561 1198

$10 any sized VISY/SKM

Mobile 
phones & 
accessories

Warrnambool City 
Council Reception, 
25 Liebig Street.
Numerous other sites in 
W’bool including milkbars, 
schools, phone shops, 
electrical shops, etc.

FREE through 
MobileMuster - 
product stewardship.

Inbuilt cost when you 
buy phone. 

MobileMuster

Paint/
household 
batteries/
fluorescent 
tubes/CFLs

Council is working with the State Government to establish a permanent site in 
Warnambool that will accept these items. 

Premier Denis Napthine’s office in Liebig Street will accept CFLs & fluorescent 
tubes in the meantime.

Paper & 
cardboard

Cob & Co Recyclers
25 Dickson Street
Ph: 5561 0881

FREE drop off Melbourne recyclers. Paper 
is pulped and turned into 
tissues and toilet paper.

Ryans Recycling
20 Coghlans Road
Ph: 5564 5555

FREE Drop off.
FREE pickup for  
‘Not for Profits’

Transport charge for others

Statewide Recycling
355 Koroit Street
Ph: 5561 1195 

$5 any sized load Depends on market

Bartons Waste Collection 
20 Harrington Road
Ph: 5561 1198

$10 any sized recycle 
load

VISY/SKM

Plastic Cob & Co Recyclers
25 Dickson Street
Ph: 5561 0881

FREE drop off Accepts all plastics soft and 
hard, including wrap, low density 
polyethylene, cassette and 
video tapes. DrumMuster agent.

Statewide Recycling
355 Koroit Street
Ph: 5561 1195

22c per kilogram

Bartons Waste Collection 
20 Harrington Road
Ph: 5561 1198

$10 any sized load VISY/SKM

Ryans Recycling
20 Coghlans Road
Ph: 5564 5555

FREE Drop off.
FREE pickup for  
‘Not for Profits’

Transport charge for others. 
Plastic bottles only.

14
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Material Recycling Provider Cost of Service
Where material is taken 

to be recycled (if known)

Plastic Bags All Coles Supermarkets FREE

All Safeway/Woolworths
Supermarkets

FREE

Cob & Co Recyclers
25 Dickson Street
Ph: 5561 0881

FREE Takes all soft and cling wrap 
and low density polyethylene.

Polystyrene WCC is undertaking a feasibility study, looking at 
the potential of providing a recycling service for 
polystyrene.

Currently goes to landfill in 
this region.

Statewide Recycling
355 Koroit Street
Ph: 5561 1195

$35m3 Landfill

Timber
Councils, 
waste 
companies 
& industrial 
sites

Murrihy Demolitions Pty Ltd
814 Caramut Road, 
Mailors Flat 
Ph: 0438 584 346

E: murrihydemo@
bigpond.com

www.
murrihydemolitions.com

Divert material from landfill, 
leaving a clean product 
suitable for gardens and 
composting. Timber recycling 
is cost-effective, and an 
environmentally friendly 
alternative to burning.

Unpackaged 
Food 
Cooperative

Uniting Church 
115 Koroit Street

1st Friday of the 
month 4pm-7.30pm

BYO re-usable containers 

Waste Oils
Oil filters and 
oil containers

Bartons Waste Collection 
20 Harrington Road
Ph: 5561 1198

55c/litre

Statewide Recycling   
355 Koroit Street
Ph: 5561 1195

55c/litre Transpacific

Whitegoods Rentsch’s Metal Recyclers  
Cnr Braithwaite Street & 
Harrington Road
Ph: 5562 7802                

FREE Metal and degassed

Eccles       
6 Watson Street
Ph: 5562 3227

FREE Must be degassed first

Bartons Waste Collection 
20 Harrington Road
Ph: 5561 1198

$10 any sized load Metal recycled

Statewide Recycling
355 Koroit Street
Ph: 5561 1195

FREE Metal (degassed prior to 
recycling)

Eric Walsh 
Shed 12, Amaroo Park

Ph: 0438 192 632 E: ericwalsh55@gmail.com

For information about kerbside recycling go to www.RecyclingNearYou.com.au  
or call Warrnambool City Council on 5559 4800.

*Every effort has been made to ensure that the information in this directory 
is correct. Prices are correct at 23/10/13 but are subject to change. Call the 
service provider directly to ensure correct pricing.
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Green Living Tips

Upcycling is the art of taking something 
used and turning it into something 
new. Warrnambool is blessed with 
many great op shops where you are 
bound to find that perfect piece of 
furniture to suit your needs. Whether 
you buy it and put it straight in your 
house or jazz it up with a coat of paint, 

it is guaranteed to be a fraction of 
the price that you would pay for it if it 
was new. Not only does upcycling stop 
things going to landfill, it also saves 
valuable resources that would be used 
to make the item if it was bought new. 
Refer to page 11 for a map of op shops 
in Warrnambool.

Upcycling

With over a decade of the hottest 
temperatures on record and ever-
increasing energy costs, we are all 
feeling the pinch when it comes to 
the cost of living. Luckily, there are 
many things that both renters and 
homeowners can do to decrease 
their energy usage and electricity 
bills, as well as contributing to a more 
sustainable Warrnambool.   

Green Renters is a not-for-profit 
organisation providing sustainability 
advice specifically for those living in 
rental accommodation. However, all 
Green Renters advice is applicable 
to anyone who wants to reduce their 

impact on the 
environment 
(and their 
energy bills!). 
Here is a 
selection of advice from their  
website, and be sure to check out  
www.greenrenters.org for more. 
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We
Clean

POWER WASHING
Residential and Commercial Pressure Washing Services

m: 0432 504 453
e: info@ecopressurewashing.com.au

w: ecopressurewashing.com.au

OUR UNIT NOT ONLY USES MINIMAL WATER
“IT CAN RECYCLE IT!”

✓ Bus Shelters
✓ Graffi ti
✓ Chewing Gum
✓ Car Parks
✓ Shop Fronts
✓ Grease and Oil Removal
✓  Recreation & Sports

Facilities

✓ Amenities and Playgrounds
✓ Facilities and Playgrounds
✓ Facilities and Plants
✓ Aquatic Centres
✓ Public Area Washing
✓ Walkways & Footpaths
✓ Patio & Paving

VR1831433

Saving stand-by power is a very 
important component of household 
energy efficiency. Products not turned 
off at the switch can use a significant 
amount of standby power and nobody 
likes using power for nothing. In fact, 
some sparingly used products can use 
more power on standby mode over 
a year than they do when actually 
on. You can turn these devices off at 
the switch, but sometimes this is not 
practical, and expecting your kids to go 
to such an extent is a bit like expecting 
a power company to voluntarily reduce 
their rates.

Now for the simplest and most effective 
and cheapest device of all, the Eco-
Switch. This nifty little item retails for 
just under $20 and it is a simple switch 
that enables you to turn off your 
power from a more accessible and 

(more importantly) noticeable location. 
The Eco-Switch is basically a 1.2 metre 
extension cord with a simple switch 
hanging off it. The switch is on a cord 
extending 1.5 metres, so that you can 
very easily place it in an accessible 
location. In essence, it is a way to turn 
your appliances off at the switch without 
having to reach the switch.

Purchase an Eco-Switch

Source: Green Renters  
(www.greenrenters.org)



When the mercury rises during the 
hottest months of the year, it can be 
tempting to automatically reach for the 
air conditioner remote (if you are lucky 
enough to have air conditioning at all). 
There are many things you can do to 
keep cool and fresh during summer 

without needing an air conditioner, 
saving money on your energy bill as 
well as reducing carbon emissions for 
power usage. According to the Victorian 
Government, heating and cooling 
accounts for 38% of household energy 
usage in the average home.

Keeping cool  
(and air-conditioner 

free) in summer
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Source: Victorian Government (www.switchon.vic.gov.au)

Install thick insulated curtains on 
all windows to keep the sun and 
hot weather at bay during the 
hottest part of the day. 
If you have spare blankets, even rigging 
them up over windows to block the sun 
out can also help. Curtains can often 
be found cheaply at op shops and ask 
your family; someone will be sure to 
have old curtains festering in a linen 
cupboard. Or you could of course        
    consider making your own.

In the cooler mornings and 
evenings, open all your doors 
and windows and let the cool air 
circulate through your home. 
But once the heat comes, close all 
curtains and blinds. If there’s a hot 
wind, double door snakes are a good 
way to keep it out from under the door, 
and they don’t need to be replaced 
every time you open and close the 
door.
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Drink lots of water. 
For variety add some homemade 
cordial or ice blocks infused with herbs 
or leftover fruit.

Do you have pets?  
Feed them early in the morning before 
the heat kicks in for the day. If you 
have very furry pets like cats or 
rabbits, consider freezing bottles of 
water for them to lie against or even 
terracotta tiles for them to lie on. Keep 
a careful eye on your pets and ensure 
they are as cool as possible with plenty 
of shade and water.

Sitting still?  
Try dunking your feet in a bucket of 
cold water at periodic intervals. Wet a 
tea towel, sponge or facewasher and 
place in the freezer. Once it’s cool, 
apply to your wrists and/or back of 
your neck. The conventional hot water 
bottle can also be filled with cold water 
and frozen. 

Wear loose cotton clothing. 
Think about outfits in desert countries. 
They’re wearing light coloured, loose 
layers; not tight skinny jeans and a 
fitted t-shirt. Failing that, there’s always 
a sarong. 

If your bedroom is the hottest 
room of the house... 
and the living room the coolest, 
consider moving your bed (or sleeping 
on the couch) during the multiple days 
of hot weather.

Where possible utilise cooler 
spaces. 
Think of how much money you’re saving 
on your energy bills by not using the 
air conditioner and treat yourself!  
Visiting a cinema, shopping centre, 
local library or cafe can give you some 
respite for a few hours. 
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While a cool breeze is lovely in summer, 
it’s more common to notice the hot 
wind blowing under the door or rattling 
the windows. It’s unpleasant, and if you 
choose to use cooling, it reduces its 
efficiency. Further, in winter, draughts 
can account for up to 25% of heat 
losses. Reducing these draughts can 
be a cheap and cost effective way of 
reducing heating and cooling costs.

Draughts can be further reduced by:

•	 Draught proofing doors and 
windows

•	 Sealing up cracks and gaps

•	 Sealing unnecessary vents

•	 Sealing exhaust fans and  
outlet grills

•	 Sealing unused fireplaces

One easy transportable method to 
reduce door draughts is to buy/
make your own door snakes (can be 
purchased online at the Green Renters 
website). For the sides of doors and 
windows, adhesive backed foam is a 
good resource. Hardware stores sell it 
in various widths and thicknesses, and 
the tape is self-adhesive and easy to 
install. Simply cut the tape to the length 
you need with scissors, peel away the 
backing from the tape and stick it in 
place. The size and flexibility of tape 
make it well suited for blocking irregular-
sized cracks.

Reduce draughts  
in your house

In Warrnambool we are fortunate 
enough to have a wide range of great 
cafes, which means that a lot of us 
rely heavily on our morning takeaway 
coffee. KeepCups are a great alternative 
and stop paper and plastic ending up 
in landfill. They are reasonably priced, 
stylish and come in lots of exciting 
colours. Not to mention the coffee stays 
hotter for longer. So get sipping with 
your own KeepCup!  

KeepCups
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Or come along to a meeting on the fi rst  
Tuesday of each month. 

We meet at 7.30pm at the 
3WAY FM Building, 71 Hyland St.

Want to make new friends, help count fl uffy penguins 
and make a difference to our local environment?

The Warrnambool Coastcare Landcare Group is a dynamic, local 
community group where people from all walks of life come together 

to help protect and enhance Warrnambool’s environment.

               
          

  To fi nd out more about projects, visit www.wclg.com.au
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A change of 1 degree in temperature 
can reduce your energy bill by 5%. 
Fridges should operate between 3-5°C, 
any higher than 5°C can cause bacteria 
to spoil food and any lower than 3°C will 
not produce any benefit and will cause 
the fridge to use unnecessary energy. 
Freezers should operate between -15°C 
and -18°C. Here are some more things 
you can do to “green your fridge”:

•	 When purchasing a fridge, buy 
with two factors in mind: the price 
for the fridge and the ongoing 
running cost. The energy star 
rating is a comparative scale that 
allows buyers to make an informed 
decision

•	 Choose a size that is suitable. It 
uses a lot of unnecessary energy 
to chill empty space

•	 Locate the fridge in a position 
where there is at least 5cm gap at 
the sides between the fridge and 
the wall. A well ventilated fridge 
uses less energy

•	 Ensure ice build-up on freezer walls 
does not exceed 5mm. If it exceeds 
this, it means that the motor will be 
working hard to chill through the 
physical barrier of the ice 

•	 Check your fridge seals periodically. 
Over time they will wear and will 
allow chilled air to escape. You can 
test this by closing the door on a 
$10 note and then trying to pull it 
out. If there is resistance it means 
that seal is in good working order

Greening your Fridge
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Window Shading
Windows can let a lot of heat into 
your home in summer, especially if 
you have large west, east or north-
facing windows that are not adequately 
shaded. 

It is better to stop the sun’s heat from 
reaching the glass, than deal with the 
problem once the heat has entered 
your home. 

North-facing windows

Fixed horizontal shading devices such 
as eaves and pergolas are ideal for 
shading north windows. If they are 
well designed, they will stop the high 
summer sun hitting the glass, while 
still allowing the low-level winter sun 
to shine into the building and heat the 
home in winter. Some pergolas have 
louvres that can be adjusted to provide 
complete shading in summer, but allow 
the sun access in winter.

Adjustable external shading, such as 
blinds, awnings, roller-shutters and 
conventional shutters, are also suitable 
for shading north windows in summer. 
The thicker and more opaque the 
material, the better the shading effect 
will be. The external shading should be 
adjustable to allow the sun in during 
winter and on cooler summer days.

East and west-facing windows

East and west-facing windows can be 
a major source of heat gain in summer. 
Adjustable external shading devices 
such as blinds, awnings, louvres or 
shutters, or angled metal slats provide 
the flexibility to block the low-angled 
morning and afternoon sun. 

While eaves, pergolas and even 
verandahs provide some benefit, they 
are not very effective at shading east 
and west windows as they do not block 
out the lower-angled early morning and 
late afternoon sun in summer. 

Adjustable shading devices allow 
greater flexibility to make adjustments 
on a day-to-day or even hour-by-hour 
basis in response to changing weather 
conditions and comfort levels. 

If you have a verandah it may be 
possible to install blinds on the 
perimeter to shade the window, walls 
and verandah itself, making the whole 
area more comfortable in summer.

Windows that face north-east and 
north-west are also best shaded by 
adjustable vertical shading devices such 
as awnings or blinds.

This tip has been sourced from the 
Sustainability Victoria website. For more 
information and other tips like this go to 
www.sustainability.vic.gov.au.
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